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Terry Lester
for what he did when the passenger ship Oceanos 
sprang a leak in horrendous weather conditions – 
hurricane force winds and 14 metre waves - off the 
Wild Coast of South Africa on the evening of 03 
August 1991 and eventually foundered twelve hours 
later.

Terry Lester was a musician contracted by TFC Tours, 
which had chartered the Oceanos for cruises around 
the South African coast, to entertain the passengers. 
When the Oceanos crew panicked on learning that 
the ship was taking on water and largely left everyone 
to their own devices, he and the other entertainers did 
their best to bolster everyone’s morale.

In particular Terry and his fellow musicians kept on 
playing and leading passengers in a sing-a-long in the 
lounge to keep their spirits up during the early stages 
of the tragedy. As the ship began to list, keeping 

one’s footing became more and more difficult with the 
ever-increasing slope of the deck until eventually the 
piano slid off the stage, forcing the musicians to stop 
playing.  He then assisted other members of the TFC 
Tours team to marshal passengers for loading into 
lifeboats and later to the upper deck for airlifting by 
the SAAF rescue helicopters. 

When a female passenger fell down the sloping deck 
and was in danger of sliding off the side into the sea 
Terry rushed to her aid, pulling her back to the upper 
edge of the deck. He was one of the last to be himself 
airlifted to safety.

Terry Lester’s calmness and selfless actions under 
the extreme conditions that day were exemplary. 
As fellow South Africans we are proud to be able to 
recognise and honour his achievement, albeit so long 
afterwards
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