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Geraldine ‘JD’ Massyn
for her courageous actions when the passenger 
ship Oceanos sprang a leak in horrendous weather 
conditions – hurricane force winds and 14 metre 
waves – off the Wild Coast of South Africa on the 
evening of 03 August 1991 and eventually foundered 
twelve hours later.

Geraldine ‘JD’ Massyn was a hostess of TFC Tours 
which had chartered the Oceanos for cruises around 
the South African coast. When the Oceanos crew 
panicked on learning that the ship was taking on 
water and largely left everyone to their own devices, 
she assisted the cruise director, Lorraine Betts, and 
other TFC staff on board in evacuating passengers 
from the vessel.

In particular JD helped to organise the passengers 
into groups, starting with the women and children, 
and to assist them to clamber into the lifeboats, a 
dangerous operation with the sinking ship rolling and 
pitching violently. In one instance she saw the captain 
about to board a lifeboat and remonstrated with him, 

pointing out that it was his duty to remain on the 
Oceanos until all the passengers had safely left the 
vessel. When all the lifeboats had been launched, to 
reserve the limited space available in the helicopter 
fleet that had come to airlift persons off the craft, she 
helped Lorraine Betts in persuading younger, fitter 
passengers to jump into the sea, with lifejackets on, 
for rescue by rubber ducks manned by Navy divers.

Finally, at 08.10 GMT when all passengers had 
been evacuated off the Oceanos, JD herself jumped 
overboard, to be picked up by a rubber duck and 
carried across to the Nedlloyd Mauritius, one of the 
commercial vessels that answered the Oceanos 
Mayday call for help at 04.30 GMT.

Geraldine Massyn’s bravery and selfless actions that 
day played a major role in saving many peoples’ lives. 
As fellow South Africans we are proud to be able to 
recognise and honour her achievement, albeit so long 
afterwards.
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