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The Directors of The National Sea Rescue Institute have pleasure in awarding the

ALRIC SIMPSON TROPHY 2022

Vodacom South Africa

The Alric Simpson Floating Trophy is awarded annually 
to an organisation which has rendered distinguished 
service to the NSRI. The Trophy was sponsored by 
the Late Mrs Eleanor Simpson and her two sons, 
who wanted to donate an unusual award named in 
memory of her sea-loving husband Alric, resulting in 
the Alric Simpson knot board. 

This year we award this Trophy to Vodacom South 
Africa. Vodacom has travelled a long road with the 
NSRI since the mid-’90s when cellular technology 
was in its infancy and the emergency services were 
watching the gradual roll-out of masts and handsets 
with interest, when Vodacom handed us our first free 
handsets and free contracts to help with Sea Rescue 
Operations.

For the first time, someone in danger at sea or 
witnessing such an incident, could call directly from 
the scene, give an accurate location, avoid a costly 
search operation and massively speed up the rescue! 
It’s been an incredible life saver, and Vodacom has 
been with us on that journey, right from the start.

Vodacom’s ongoing support of Sea Rescue also 
included part sponsorship of a number of vessels for 
Sea Rescue bases around the country. 

As is customary, vessels are named after their sponsors, 
and gradually Vodacom SurfJet, Vodacom Rescuer I, II, 
III and IV were deployed at various stations, carrying 
Vodacom’s name with pride. In 2008, Vodacom 
sponsored the 13m Spirit of Vodacom that after 
many years in service at Station 3 (Table Bay) will now 
continue to provide much needed capacity growth at 
Station 4 in Mykonos.

From 2006 to 2008, a joint venture between the 
NSRI, Vodacom, Netcare 911 and SA Lifesaving saw a 
surf rescue helicopter solution deployed along the 
coastline, saving many lives in the process. 

Communications have changed from just telephony 
to a much broader range of services to fulfil the 
numerous needs within Sea Rescue operations. The 
result is massive advances in the accessibility and 
availability of emergency services in the maritime 
rescue field. The latest addition to our suite of services 
is the SafeTRX rescue application, delivered through 
Vodacom free to users. This is a significant safety tool 
for all boaters and recreational users of the sea and 
inland waters.

It’s been more than two decades of support and, in 
2020, the NSRI formally welcomed Vodacom onboard 
as a Platinum Partner in recognition of everything the 
company has done, and continues to do to enable Sea 
Rescue to do what we need to – save lives, change lives 
and create futures.

Vodacom continues to support us over a network 
of almost 50 stations across the country and it is for 
this substantial contribution to saving lives on South 
African waters that we award Vodacom this year’s Alric 
Simpson Trophy, with our particular thanks to the Staff 
and Management of Vodacom.

We owe Vodacom a great debt of gratitude for the 
role they play in ensuring that we have effective, fit for 
purpose communications systems and tools for our 
rescue bases around South Africa so that our volunteer 
Sea Rescue crews can operate efficiently and safely. 

DateRonnie Stein
Chairman of the Board of Directors
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