
LETTER OF THANKS

DateRonnie Stein
Chairman of the Board of Directors

The Directors of The National Sea Rescue Institute
accord their thanks to

Klaus Heinrich

It gives me great pleasure to write this Directors 
Letter of Thanks, on behalf of all of us at NSRI, for 
the part that you played in rescuing Holly Hedges, 
12, shortly after 11h00 on the 17th March 2022.

Grade 7 and Grade 8 students from Rundle College 
were on Swartvlei beach for a team building 
exercise when Grade 7 learner Holly Hedges, 12, was 
pulled away from the beach in a rip current. 

Another Grade 7 learner, Jacques Fouche swam 
in after her while teacher Ms Parsons ran to get a 
Pink Buoy that she had noticed on the beach as 
the group arrived. Another teacher, Ms. Kritzinger, 
phoned the NSRI and stayed with the group to 
reassure and keep them calm while waiting for 
help to arrive.

When Ms Parsons got back to the water’s edge 
Humairaa Adam, 17, took the Pink Buoy and 

swam out to Holly. Humairaa, an extremely strong 
swimmer, initially struggled to find Holly as she
was floating on her back in big surf to conserve 
energy, but soon she was able to offer the 
emergency flotation to Holly and tell her that the 
NSRI had been called.

As chance would have it Klaus Heinrich, an 
accomplished kite surfer, saw the danger that 
Holly and Humaaira were in and sailed out to them. 
With exceptional skill he towed the two young 
women back to shore. Meanwhile Jacques, with 
instructions shouted by Ms Parsons, had swum free 
of the current and got himself back to safety.

Thanks to the kiting skills and presence of mind 
of Klaus, Holly and Humairaa were brought safely 
back to shore. 

With best wishes.

22 July 2022


