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Jurgens Lubbe
for his brave actions on Saturday 9th October 2021 in saving 4 
lives at Cape Vidal Bay, St Lucia KZN.

As related by Jan Hofman, NSRI St Lucia Station Commander, 
at 11h20, Saturday, 9th October, NSRI St Lucia duty crew were 
activated following reports of a boat capsized during launching 
at Cape Vidal Bay.

The fishing vessel was reportedly launching at the Cape Vidal 
launch site when the boat appeared to have suffered engine 
failure to one of two outboard motors and capsized with 4 crew 
onboard, being a 62 year old owner and skipper Gary Oftebro, 
from Durban, his son and his son’s girlfriend, and a male family 
friend.

The 4 crew were thrown into the water. The capsized vessel 
and crew drifted Southwards to behind the main reef and out 
to sea in strong currents.

NSRI crew members from NSRI St Lucia happened to be on 
the beach at the time together with an NSRI Richards Bay 
crew member and together with members of the public they 
immediately responded while the NSRI St Lucia sea rescue 
vehicle with additional NSRI crew and Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife 
members also responded.

Good Samaritan Jurgens Lubbe, 47, from Hazyview, was kite 
boarding nearby and he saw people on the beach pointing 
towards the water when he noticed the upturned boat with 2 
men clinging onto the upturned hull and a male and female in 
the water nearby.

Jurgens immediately kite boarded towards them and on 
reaching them he was able to pull the girl to the shore where 
NSRI crew and members of the public took her from him.

Jurgens then volunteered to kite board back out to further 
assist the rescue and an NSRI rescue swimmer handed him an 
NSRI pink rescue buoy, stationed along that stretch of beach, 
as well as the already rescued girl’s life jacket.

Jurgens quickly reached the remaining crew in the water and 
gave the life jacket to the male friend and the pink rescue buoy 
to the younger man as an aid to stay afloat.

The son was then able to swim towards the rocks where on 
reaching the rocks he was pulled out of the water by NSRI 
rescue swimmers and members of the public. Jurgens then 
pulled the friend towards rocks where an NSRI rescue swimmer 
swam out and assisted the friend onto the rocks, also assisted 
by members of the public.

Jurgens then went back to boat hull and pulled the skipper 
Gary Oftebro from the backline towards rocks where an NSRI 
rescue swimmer assisted, holding onto the skipper with one 
hand and holding onto Jurgen’s board with the other hand 
and Jurgens pulled them both towards the beach where NSRI 
members and members of the public assisted them out of the 
water.

The 62 year old skipper was seriously injured and he was 
medically attended to by Dr Pierre Els, from Richards Bay, who 
happened to be at the beach at the time, assisted by NSRI 
medics, before being transported in the NSRI rescue vehicle 
to St Lucia where Netcare 911 ambulance services arrived and 
their paramedics continued with medical treatment.

A Netcare 911 HEMS (Helicopter Emergency Medical Services) 
was activated and the patient was airlifted to hospital in a 
serious but stable condition.

Jurgens Lubbe’s calmness and selfless actions under the 
difficult conditions, launching several times with his kite board 
to rescue all 4 crew of the overturned fishing vessel were 
exemplary. The 4 crew aboard the overturned fishing vessel 
indeed owe their lives to Jurgens’ selfless actions that day. 

As fellow South Africans we are proud to be able to recognise 
and honour his achievement.
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